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GAUDETE SUNDAY – TODAY. 
Certain Sundays throughout the year have taken their names 
from the first word in Latin of the Entrance Antiphon at Mass. 
This Sunday’s Entrance Antiphon has been taken from 
Phillippians 4:4-5 – “Gaudete in Domino Semper” – (“Rejoice 
in the Lord always”). The Church, this Sunday, has a lighter 
mood from the Advent penitential season, since it is the half-
way point of Advent. It provides encouragement for us to 
continue our spiritual preparation, especially with prayer.  

 
“THE LIGHT IS STILL ON FOR YOU” in Advent 
On the first three Wednesdays of Advent, from 7pm to 
8pm, in conjunction with other parishes across the Cardiff 
Deanery, you are invited to come along to St. Joseph’s, 
Penarth, to experience the simple generosity of God’s love 
in the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession). For those who have perhaps been away from 
the Sacrament for some time, as well as those who just want 
to make Confession part of their Advent journey, a very warm 
welcome awaits them. This is in addition to normal 
Confession times on Saturdays.  
Canon Patrick O’Gorman, parish priest of St. Helen’s, 
Barry, will be hearing Confessions in St. Joseph’s, Penarth, 
on Wednesdays, while Canon Joe will be in St. Helen’s, 
Barry. 

 
“JP SCHOOL OF SONG” – SPECIAL NIGHT OF  
CAROLS  FOR EVERYONE – 21st DECEMBER 
Our organist James Patrick will be organising a Carol 
Service for the parish in St. Joseph’s Church at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 21st December. This will feature his choir of 11-
17 year olds. It promises to be an enjoyable evening with 
readings, seasonal music and carols as a final preparation 
for our Lord’s Birthday. We hope many of you will be able to 
join us. Refreshments will be available in the hall afterwards. 

 
PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE – THIS WEEK AGAIN 
Every year in Advent, we are invited, on the 2nd and 3rd 
Sundays / weekends to send cards to prisoners of 
conscience around the world who are imprisoned for their 
beliefs or for speaking out against injustice. Our cards are 
for them a beacon of hope, because they will know that they 
are not forgotten. Cards can be written after all Masses and 
cost £1.50 for card and postage. They will all be posted 
together. (Justice & Peace Group). 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES AND SERVICE CARDS  
Cards are available at the back of both our churches showing 
Mass and Service times over the holiday period. Please take 
one and display it prominently in your home. Be ready to 
share the information with anyone who asks you.  

 
1st Reading: Isaiah 35: 1-6. 10. 

 

The prophet assures his people in exile that the Lord will 
come, the desert will bloom and human disabilities will be 
healed.  
 

Ps 145: 6-10. Rv. Is 35:4                                          Come, Lord, and save us. 
 

2nd Reading: James 5: 7-10 The farmer, who plants his seed in autumn and, after early 
and late rains, sees the first shoots appear, is an example of 
patient waiting. 
 

Acclamation:                                        Alleluia, alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Matthew 11: 2-11                                                                          John’s disciples assure him that his waiting is rewarded: the 
Messiah has come, the words of the prophet are fulfilled. 


